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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 7(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
1 1/19/2009 has been entered. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claim 20 recites the limitation "control message" and "control massage" 
throughout the claim. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the 
claim. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/71 8,1 32 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2421 

the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1,3-4, 7, 9-12, 17-21 and 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Nagaoka et al. (U.S. Patent Application Publication 
2002/0092024) in view of Jones et al. (U.S. Patent Application Publication 
2004/0137929). 

In regards to the Jones Application, the Examiner has determined that the 
publication date of PCT application PCT/GB2001/005306 (also known as 
WO/2002/045273) has a publication date of June 06, 2002 and is therefore a valid prior 
art reference (see WIPO website). 

Referring to claim 1 , Nagaoka discloses storing user specific parameters 
regarding at least one television program in a network element (see TMS 3/network 
element in Figure 1 and Paragraph 0047 for receiving data/parameters related to 
television programs that are transmitted to mobile phone users and are therefore 
user specific parameters), said user specific parameters including information 
identifying a mobile station of said user (see Paragraph 0084 for the TMS 3 including 
sender IDs) and information indicating an event which occurs in said at least one 
television program after said storing of the user specific information (see Paragraph 
0083 for the TMS 3 further storing data in TBL3 which contains television 
program event information that is transmitted and stored before the start of the 
television, thereby teaching "after said storing of the user specific information"). 

Nagaoka also discloses cause, at least in part, actions that result in transmission 
of a message from said network element via a mobile packet communication system to 
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a mobile station in response to said event occurring in said television program being 
broadcasted (see Paragraphs 0109-0110 for transmitting a message from TMS 3 
(via mobile packet communication system 5) in response to the start of a 
television program), said message controlling said mobile station to display on a 
display of said mobile station the information included in the message (see again 
Paragraph 0109-0110 for displaying the name of the program being distributed) in 
order to provide said user with the information of the person participating in said event 
(see Figures 15-18 and 19A-19C) via said mobile station as soon as the person 
achieves a goal in the television program (see Figure 19A for the user achieving the 
goal of making the winning bid for the purchase of the wrist watch shown in the 
television program). 

Although Nagaoka discloses a mobile packet communication network 5, a mobile 
packet communication network is not limited to only a cellular radio network/system and 
therefore fails to teach a cellular radio system. 

Jones discloses a similar system architecture to Nagaoka, but specifically 
teaches a cellular radio system (see Paragraph 0051). 

At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art, to modify the mobile packet communication network 5, as taught 
by Nagaoka, using the cellular radio system, as taught by Jones, for the purpose of 
using an existing network used to transmit and receive data from cellular/mobile 
phones. 
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Referring to claim 3, Nagaoka discloses that said TV apparatus is controlled to 
display predetermined text TV pages as such (see Figure 2 and Paragraph 0045). 

Referring to claim 4, Nagaoka discloses transmitting additional information 
relating to the program (see Figure 2 and Paragraph 0045 for displaying not only 
the television program advertising a wrist watch for sale, but further displaying 
the product, company name and current bid). 

Referring to claim 7, see the rejection of claim 1 . 

Referring to claim 9, Nagaoka also discloses storing additional information 
relating to said at least one television program (see Paragraph 0113 for storing 
additional data D7 and D8). 

Nagaoka also discloses retrieving said user specific parameters from said 
memory and selecting additional information form said memory based on said user 
specific parameters (see Paragraph 0113 for retrieving the D7 and D8 additional 
data used to request the users of the mobile phones 1 A and 1 B if they would like 
to participate in the auction). 

Nagaoka also discloses generating an additional message containing the 
selected additional information (see Paragraph 0013 for generating a message 
including the D7 and D8 data to transmit to mobile phones 1A and 1B requesting 
if the user would like to participate in the auction). 
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Nagaoka also discloses transmitting said additional message via said cellular 
radio system to said mobile station of said user during the broadcasting of said 
television program (see the end of Paragraph 0013 for distributing/transmitting the 
additional message to the mobile phones 1A and 1B). 

Referring to claim 10, Nagaoka discloses that said memory contains additional 
information relating to betting, a quiz or a lottery (see Figure 10 for storing bid 
information and further note the fifth modification at Paragraph 0189 for 
introducing a quiz embodiment). 

Referring to claim 11, Nagaoka discloses retrieving program information from 
said memory and transmitting said retrieved program information via said cellular radio 
system to a mobile station as a response to a request for program information received 
from said mobile station (see Paragraph 0117 for additionally receiving data D11 
and D12 after the user has requested to participate in the auction). 

Referring to claim 12, Nagaoka discloses receiving, via said cellular radio 
system, from a mobile station, information including user specific parameters for a 
television program (see Paragraph 0119 for receiving bids from the mobile phones 
1A and 1B), and storing the received user specific parameters including information 
identifying the mobile station in said memory (see Figure 10 for storing the bid 
information). 
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Referring to claim 1 7, see the rejection of claim 1 . 

Referring to claim 18, Nagaoka discloses automatically displaying at the mobile 
station the information of the person participating in the television program (see Figures 
16-18 and 19A-19C). 

Referring to claim 19, see the rejection of claim 18. 

Referring to claim 20, Nagaoka discloses that the message is sent to the mobile 
station (see Paragraph 0109 for receiving message D1), and the mobile station 
generates another control message (see Paragraph 0119 for mobile phone 1A 
generating a bid message) and sends the another control message to said TV 
apparatus (see Paragraphs 0123-0124 for updating the report data which is 
multiplexed with the television program and transmitted to the user's televisions, 
therefore each user watching the auction television program and view the most 
up-to-date bid on the wrist watch). 

Referring to claim 21, Nagaoka and Jones discloses all of the limitation of claim 
1 , but fail to teach sending a reminder message to the mobile station for turning on said 
TV apparatus and in response to the reminder message, generating a control message 
in IR light by the mobile station to said TV apparatus to turn on said TV apparatus. 
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The Examiner takes Official Notice to the fact that cellular phones/remote control 
combinations exist for receiving messages to turn on a TV apparatus using an IR signal. 

At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art, to modify the mobile phone, as taught by Nagaoka and Jones, 
using the reminder message and IR signal used to turn on the TV based on the 
received reminder message, as taught by the Examiner's Official Notice, for the purpose 
of preventing a viewer from missing his/her preferred television program. 

Referring to claim 24, Nagaoka teaches charging the user of the mobile station 
for receiving the information of the person (see Figures 19B-19C). 

Claims 13 and 22-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Nagaoka et al. (U.S. Patent Application Publication 2002/0092024) in view of 
Jones et al. (U.S. Patent Application Publication 2004/0137929) in further view of 
Sumita et al. (U.S. Patent Application Publication 2003/0100962). 

Referring to claim 13, Nagaoka and Jones teach all of the limitations of claim 7, 
but fails to teach storing a list of different TV apparatus models and for each TV 
apparatus model information defining the control signals for controlling the respective 
TV apparatus model and retrieving the information defining the control signals from said 
memory for controlling a specific TV apparatus model and transmitting the information 
via the cellular radio system to a mobile station, as a response to a request from said 
mobile station. 
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Sumita discloses a network element that further comprises a memory containing 
a list of different TV apparatus models and for each TV apparatus model information 
defining the control signals for controlling the respective TV apparatus model (see 
database center 7, which includes database 71 in Figure 1 and Paragraph 0078). 

Sumita also discloses that a processing unit is configured to retrieve the 
information defining the control signals from said memory for controlling a specific TV 
apparatus model and to transmit this information via the cellular radio system to a 
mobile station, as a response to a request from said mobile station (see Figures 9-10 
and Paragraphs 0090-0099). 

At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art, to modify the system of Nagaoka and Jones, using the TV 
apparatus model control system, as taught by Sumita, for the purpose of allowing a user 
to remotely control every electrical appliance, no matter which appliance the users 
current have and/or will have (see Paragraph 0010 of Sumita). 

Referring to claims 22-23, Nagaoka and Jones discloses all of the limitation of 
claim 1, as well as storing a list of TV apparatus and corresponding controls signals 
(see Sumita in the rejection of claim 21), but fail to teach that the TV apparatuses are 
located at public and private locations such as a private home, hotel room, public bar or 
airport lobby. 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/71 8,1 32 Page 1 0 

Art Unit: 2421 

The Examiner takes Official Notice to the fact that TV apparatuses can be 
located at public and private location such as a private home, hotel room, public bar or 
airport lobby. 

At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art, to modify the location of the TV apparatuses, as taught by 
Nagaoka and Jones, to be located at various locations, as taught by the Examiner's 
Official Notice, for the purpose of allowing user to participate in the comfort of their own 
home or in a public location, therefore preventing the user from missing an opportunity 
to purchase an item he/she wishes to own. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jason P. Salce whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7301 . The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9am-6pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Miller can be reached on (571) 272-7353. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 

Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 

published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 

For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 

you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 

Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 

USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 

system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Jason P Salce/ Jason P Salce 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2421 Primary Examiner 

Art Unit 2421 

January 13, 2010 



